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Introduction
The Parish Council owns the field that lies between the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal, the River Tame, the allotments and
the footpath leading from Kenworthy Gardens to the canal. It
was agreed that over the summer of 2021 a group of local
amateur naturalists would survey the plants and animals on
this site, in order to help the Council think about its future use.
This report presents the findings of that survey

Overview
To a lay person, this parcel of land between Kenworthy Gardens
and the canal is at first sight badly overgrown, with weeds such
as thistles, balsam  and low scrub, and is fairly impenetrable
and of little use.

However, if you have an interest in nature and the biodiversity
of this site, and look more closely throughout the year, it throws
up much flora and fauna of interest and presents to us an
ecologically-rich habitat, just because of that overgrown
wildness and lack of both pesticide use and over-management.

There are patches of different growths of herbage which in turn
create a number of niche habitats for different invertebrates,
particularly pollinating insects such as bumble bees, solitary
bees, hoverflies, beetles and moths.

This is thought to be an old hay meadow and is most unusual
as an undeveloped and unmanaged relict habitat in
Saddleworth. Much of the land in this area has been developed
or managed and not left to its own devices to go wild. It is thus
of considerable interest to ecologists and naturalists who can
record what is there and learn from it.. It could be a valuable
resource for education too.

Similarly, it also presents an opportunity for the local authority
to recognise what natural bounties it has, conserve these and
perhaps showcase them to the public with signage or
interpretation boards and some limited paths into the site. In
these stressful times, a peaceful and undeveloped place at the
heart of the village must surely be of value to the wellbeing of
the general public.

In order to reap these benefits, the uniqueness of the site must
be maintained, which means it should not be over managed.
The beauty of this approach is that cost would be minimal on
an ongoing basis.

Not all of the site is of equal value from a nature point of view
and if the biological value of the core is to be maintained, there
is scope for other nature-based activity on the margins.
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A history of expertise
Recognising that the area has such richness prompted local
naturalists to do the field work and record their findings for the
benefit of the Council; these are set out below.

Saddleworth and Oldham have historically had many leading
experts in wildlife such as Leonard Kidd, Simon Hayhow  and
Vicar Shaw  and this applies today in that we have local expertise
in bryophytes/mosses, birds, invertebrates - insects such as
hoverflies and solitary bees, flora, fungi and lichens, so we have
been able to call upon them to look at the site in some depth to
support this report.

Surveys have been undertaken from early 2021 to the end of
August on a number of days by different naturalists with
different specialisms and the records are mentioned in the
appendices.

As an example of the rarities that can be found in this sort of
survey, an extremely rare fungus  - Bistort silver rust (Bauhinus
marginalis) is present here. This is a fungus that only  fifteen
years ago was considered extinct in the UK, but has been found
locally in this area of Yorkshire. It is a smut fungus parasitic on
Bistort but does it no harm. The widespread but locally scarce
Broad-leaved Helleborine also flowered on site during the survey.

Part of a wider habitat of value
The immediate surrounding area is also contributing to
biodiversity through a series of four  linked, adjacent but
differing habitats, providing green corridors, of which the Parish
field habitat is paramount in terms of biodiversity.

They are:

w The Parish field,

w The allotments next to it,

w The field beyond the allotments, owned by the Spiritualist
Church, which is also an old hay meadow,

w The rough woodland adjacent to the railway viaduct
where dredgings from the canal restoration were dumped,
now managed for wildlife by the Uppermill Community
Action Network (UCAN).

It is worth noting that the stone walls that run from the canal to
the river and separate these plots are very old, appearing on
the earliest maps of Saddleworth, back to the 18th century and
these too will add to the biological richness.

In addition this locality is bounded by the river and canal and
these water resources help create a mecca for much riverine
and water living wildlife which can also be seen on site. Dippers,
Grey Wagtails, mayflies and stoneflies are examples.
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Apart from the managed allotments, this is wonderfully
undeveloped land and together they all contribute to forming
a wildlife-rich area which should be valued and protected.

The Parish Field is core to this approach. The implication is that
any changes to use of any one of these sites should be considered
in the context of the whole locality.

Some considerations for the future
There have no doubt been many proposals made regarding
future use of this site. In the eyes of some, this is ‘waste’ land,
ripe for development. As we hope to demonstrate below, it is in
fact a valuable biological resource, well worth keeping at a time
of heightened awareness of the value of biodiversity. So how
can that value be made accessible to the people of Saddleworth?

The field is overlooked by the canal towpath and the footpath
from Kenworthy Gardens. Very many people stroll that way,
to enjoy the open view and the peacefulness that comes from
nature. That alone is a good reason for maintaining this site as
it is. Interpretation boards could help increase this appreciation.

As the lists of species below demonstrate, the site is home to a
great array of pollinators. They must be of considerable benefit
to the allotment holders nearby, as well as to gardeners across
Uppermill. This is a free resource that helps maintain a healthy
natural world across the entire village.

There is educational and recreational value in this biologically
diverse site. If a couple of rough access paths were cut into it
(using a strimmer perhaps), then school groups as well as the
general public would have better access to the plants and small
creatures that live there, both for study and relaxation. It should
also be noted that the site is all flat and thus could be accessible
to wheelchair users and that should be  a prime consideration if
path cutting and laying. However, no paths should be too wide
as the site is not big enough and excess cutting will take away
habitat vegetation.

An Incredible Edible group has recently been created in
Saddleworth, whose aims are to increase interest in gardening,
make free food available to those who want it and to ‘green’ the
local environment in an unconventional way. They are looking
for sites for fruit trees, bushes and perhaps planters and would
be interested in putting a small number on this site. Doing so in
a spot near the river at the side of the path to the allotments
would not detract unduly from the biological value of the field
and would benefit the community. This is a sunny position and
easily accessible to the public to take free ripe fruit and
vegetables.

There will be no shortage of pollinators to help the process.
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As noted elsewhere, the value of this site for nature comes in large part from its unmanaged
nature. It may be tempting to some to consider cutting back some of the vegetation, or otherwise
altering it, but if that were done it would change the whole nature of the site and much of its
current value would be lost.

Disclaimer
This survey was carried out by a small number of local naturalists who were acting each in
their own capacity and not as members of any society or club and certainly not as consultants;
none of the individuals was paid a fee. As such, these findings are made and offered to the
Parish in good faith; the group has done its best on an amateur basis and cannot be held
responsible for any decisions or actions taken by the Parish Council as a result of this report.

The Wildlife Records from 2021

Flora
Volunteers recorded a total of 98 species of plants on the site during summer 2021. These included
trees and shrubs, flowering plants, grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns. Of these 9 species were
the most prevalent on site. Five of these were those associated with unmanaged, or lightly
managed, habitats and waste ground, namely: brambles, nettles, Rosebay Willowherb, False
Oatgrass, Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam. The other three comprise two grasses Cocksfoot
and Meadow Foxtail which together with Creeping Buttercup could originate from original
agricultural use.

The large total number of species recorded is worthy of comment as this is a positive biodiversity
indicator. This total probably arises from a mosaic of microhabitats, e.g. some overgrown areas,
some more open areas with spring flowers, some tree-dominated parts with attendant woodland
plants, some footpaths through the site with typical trampling tolerant plants such as Annual
Meadow-grass and Plantains, the embankment up to the hedgerow beside Kenworthy Gardens
and the overflow channel from the canal to the river below the embankment.

The most attractive parts for wild flowers are the small shady area by the river near the
allotments, which has a nice collection of spring woodland plants, and the central area around
three large wild rose bushes which were lovely when in flower, and plants like meadow vetchling
and stitchwort. There are no rarities on site but it has a good all-round selection of the commoner
species. Of these there were 21 species of trees and shrubs, 14 species of grasses and one rush,
and 5 species of ferns and 2 horsetails and the remainder being wild flowers. This wide selection
forms the base of the food pyramid for insects, birds and small mammals to thrive.

Species of note:

Bistort (Persicaria bistorta)

This is locally frequent in certain parts of the site and is of interest since although it occurs in
grassy places throughout the UK it is only very common in North West England.

Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine)

Anything in the orchid family tends to attract attention of amateur naturalists and there are
three small plants on site worth noting although it  is not a rare species.

Borrer’s Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris borreri syn. Dryopteris affinis subsp. borreri)

This fern is the least common plant on the site although not uncommon nationally.
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Trees: There are Ash along the side of the footpath from Kenworthy Gardens. Sooner or later
these are likely to suffer from Ash Die-back. When that occurs the dead or dying trees will need
to be removed. They are likely to self-seed young trees but these would in turn die before
reaching maturity.

Invasive species: There are a few plants of Japanese Knotweed on site and these need to be
eradicated as a matter of urgency before they spread further. The many brambles on the site
provide an important habitat for the many invertebrates but are of course a plant that slowly
but surely spreads over a large area if unchecked. Cutting a couple of access paths from the
track to the allotments into the denser part of the field could not only allow the public to
appreciate the richness of the site but also serve to contain the spread of bramble. Himalyan
Balsam is an invasive species that is starting to get out of control and uprooting plants by hand
before they flower - without flattening all surrounding veg - would be  good idea.

List at appendix 1

Birds
As a grassy field with woodland margins, the site is home to a range of common birds but as
far as we can ascertain, nothing uncommon regularly uses it. The following species were recorded
as breeding during the survey: Blue Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit, Wren, Dunnock, Robin and
Blackcap.

List at appendix 2

Insects
This is a great site for a diverse number of butterfly species with at least 16 species recorded.
This includes the locally-rare White-letter Hairstreak which, here in Saddleworth, is at the
Northwest limit of its range in Britain.

The lack of mains electricity on-site meant that we were unable to operate a moth trap and
therefore were not able to assess the importance of the site for moths, which are now recognised
to be valuable pollinators of plants.

Solitary and bumble bees are also hugely important pollinators, with half a dozen species
easily found here. Hoverflies, another group of important pollinators, are also well represented
here, with over twenty species. Other pollinating flies are also present in good numbers.

List at appendix 3

Mammals
Although we did not have the wherewithall to survey small mammals, it is very likely that the
dense vegetation provides shelter for various species of mice, shrews and voles, which in turn
will provide a food source for the likes of stoats and foxes (which are seen in Uppermill from
time to time). Hedgehogs probably frequent the site also. Pipestrelle bats, common in the area,
are likely hunt over the field. Moles are present on site, as are Grey Squirrels.

Fungi and Lichens
As our surveys were carried out in the Spring and Summer of 2021 we were unable to properly
search for and identify fungi, most of which do not produce fruiting bodies (their visual presence)
until later in the year. However, as mentioned in the introductory paragraphs of this report,
the extremely rare fungus  - Bistort silver rust (Bauhinus marginalis) is present here.
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Other invertebrates
The site is also home to a wide range of bugs and other invertebrates. No serious attempt was
made to document these, but the following casualobservations were noted:

Seven-spot Ladybird

Common Red Soldier Beetle

Common Green Grasshopper

Photographic credits
All the photographs in the report were taken on the Parish Field site by the following:
Ken Gartside, Philip Kenyon, Margaret Rawlins and Stephen Suttill

This report was compiled by Stephen Suttill and Dave Sanderson and presented to the Parish
Council  by Dave Sanderson, September 2021.

Meadow Plant Bug

Green Dock Beetle

Map showing location of site
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Field Maple

Norway Maple

Sycamore

Horse-chestnut

Common Bent

Black Bent

Creeping Bent

Garlic Mustard

Ramsons

Alder

Meadow Foxtail

Cow Parsley

Burdock

False Oat-grass

Hart’s-tongue

Lady-fern

Daisy

Silver Birch

Hedge Bindweed

Cuckooflower

Hornbeam

Common Mouse-ear

Rosebay Willowherb

Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage

Enchanter’s-nightshade

Creeping Thistle

Marsh Thistle

Pink Purslane

Dogwood

Hazel

Hawthorn

Cock’s-foot

Tufted Hair-grass

Broad buckler-fern

Male-fern

Borrer’s Scaly Male-fern

Common Couch

American Willowherb

Great Willowherb

Broad-leaved Willowherb

Broad-leaved Helleborine

Field Horsetail

Wood Horsetail

Beech

Japanese Knotweed

Red Fescue

Lesser Celandine

Ash

Cleavers

Shining Crane’s-bill

Herb-Robert

Wood Avens

Common Ivy

Hogweed

Yorkshire-fog

Creeping Soft-grass

Bluebell

Holly

Indian Balsam

Soft-rush

Yellow Archangel

Meadow Vetchling

Perennial Rye-grass

Welsh Poppy

Wood Forget-me-not

Daffodils

Common Bistort

Reed Canary-grass

Ribwort Plantain

Greater Plantain

Annual Meadow-grass

Rough Meadow-grass

Lombardy-poplar

Wild Cherry

Cherry Laurel

Meadow Buttercup

Creeping Buttercup

Rhododendron

Dog-rose

Bramble

Common Sorrel

Broad-leaved Dock

Goat Willow

Common Figwort

Common Ragwort

Groundsel

Red Campion

Rowan

Hedge Woundwort

Greater Stitchwort

Snowberry

Dandelion

Wych Elm

Common Nettle

Brooklime

Tufted Vetch

Bush Vetch

Fringecups

Appendix 1: Flora
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Wood Pigeon

Wren

Dunnock

Robin

Song Thrush

Blackbird

Blackcap

Chiffchaff

Appendix 2: Birds

Butterflies & Moths

Small Skipper

Large Skipper

Large White

Small White

Green-veined White

Orange Tip

White-letter Hairstreak

Small Copper

Common Blue

Red Admiral

Small Tortoiseshell

Peacock

Comma

Speckled Wood

Gatekeeper

Meadow Brown

Ringlet

Nettle Tap Moth

Bees & Wasps

Honey Bee

Clarke’s Mining Bee

Ashy Mining Bee

White-tailed Bumblebee

Buff-tailed Bumblebee

Tree Bumblebee

Common Wasp

Appendix 3: Insects

Hoverflies

Melanostoma scalare

Platycheirus albimanus

Platycheirus scutatus agg. (larvae)

Platycheirus granditarsus

Chrysotoxum bicinctum

Sphaerophoria sp.

Leucozona laternaria (larvae)

Melangyna sp. (larvae)

Episyrphus balteatus

Syrphus sp.

Cheilosia illustrata

Cheilosia sp.

Eristalis pertinax

Eristalis nemorum

Eristalis horticola

Eristalis tenax

Myathropa florea

Helophilus hybridus

Helophilus pendulus

Syritta pipiens

Flies

Tachina ursina

Sicus ferrugineus

Great Tit

Blue Tit

Coal Tit

Long-tailed Tit

Magpie

Chaffinch

Goldfinch

Greenfinch


