
Minutes Environment Committee 14 December 2020 

Present: Cllrs: R. Darlington (Chair) 

   J. Battye S. Al-Hamdani 

   K. Phillips  J. Curley (DP) 

   P. Byrne (DP) 

Member of Public  D. Anderson (Saddleworth Hydro) 

487.  The chairman welcomed members and Mr. Sanderson to the meeting 

488. Apologies 

 Patricia Rhodes.  

489. Declarations of interest 

 None 

490. Minutes 14 September 2020 

 Agreed as true record 

491. David Sanderson presented information regarding the Incredible Edible Project 

and tree planting scheme  

 

Future use of the field between the canal, river, allotments and Kenworthy Gardens, 

As discussed at the Parish Environment Committee  December 2020 

Dave Sanderson, on behalf of Saddleworth Community Hydro explained the creation of 

Incredible Edible Saddleworth and this then led on to a discussion of the field and its possible 

use as a community nature reserve, a site for fruit trees and additional allotments. Tree 

planting opportunities were also covered. 

A group of people in Saddleworth have come together to set up a local version of Incredible 

Edible Todmorden, after seeing a podcast by I. E. Todmorden. This was one of a series of on-

line ecoEvents promoted by Saddleworth Community Hydro to showcase community groups 

working to increase sustainability and get more people involved. The local I.E. group are 

separate from the Hydro. They plan to plant vegetables and fruit trees on odd bits of land 

around Saddleworth, to enable anyone to pick and eat the produce and hopefully to start 

growing their own. In the process, pockets of unused and perhaps unsightly land become 

productive and attractive. It follows that the planting should be in highly visible locations with 

good footfall and signed accordingly. 

Incredible Edible Saddleworth (that is the name chosen) think that an excellent site for half a 

dozen fruit trees would be somewhere on the boundary of the field, owned by the Parish 

Council, between the canal, river, allotments and footpath to Kenworthy Gardens. This would 

also compliment the allotments. Dave Sanderson asked the Committee if it would support such 

a use, especially as it would only take a very small part of the field. The location would have to 

be agreed by all concerned, as would the wording of the signs that explain what the fruit trees 

are for. 

However, this field is a valuable habitat with a number of potential uses: 



 It is an ancient meadow, never used for anything else (see old maps); this is a very scarce habitat now. 

Also, there are two ancient field boundaries between river and canal at the viaduct end, that appear on 

maps from 1770, 1822 and 1854; these ought to be conserved (one is already partly removed at the 

canal end, just behind an allotment). 

 The Parish has in mind to extend the allotments further onto the field; this is of course a very good 

community use. 

 The Parish is also concerned about how wet the footpath becomes and is wondering if a ‘sponge park’ 

would help soak up the excess moisture. Dave pointed out that alder trees would do that job. Also, so 

would adding more material to the surface of the path to raise it up a few inches. 

 The Parish wants to get trees planted (and so does Dave); why not here, on some / all of the field? 

Native British species would help increase biodiversity and slow any floods. A community project could 

potentially access free trees from the Woodland Trust (WT) or City of Trees (CoTs). Dave is a Woodland 

Trust ‘Woodland Creation Champion’ and would be happy to design a scheme, but would not manage it 

long term. 

 BUT this field is already very valuable for nature; Saddleworth naturalists have found all sort of things 

here, so there is also a very good case to be made for conserving some/all of the field as a ‘community 

nature reserve’:  

o The site has a lovely diversity of woodland and scrub with rough, nicely overgrown meadow that 

supports at least 9 species of Butterfly; Ringlet, Small White, Green-veined White, Gatekeeper, 

Small Skipper, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Comma and Painted Lady, with Large Skipper, Holly 

Blue & White-letter Hairstreak also seen, 

o There are at least 5 types of Bumblebee and 30 species of Hoverfly, with many other diptera 

and  Beetles in abundance – all important pollinators (good for allotment holders), 

o The wall next to the canal has the locally rare Broad-leaved Helleborine – a species of orchid not 

found anywhere else in the Oldham area and very rare in Greater Manchester (Margaret 

Rawlins letter to Ms P Bailey of 2/3/17 refers), 

o In addition, work being done by Uppermill Community Action Network (UCAN) next to the 

viaduct and allotments includes pond creation, woodland management & habitat enrichment. 

This has received a grant from the Saddleworth Hydro Sustainability Fund. 

 

Clearly some serious thought needs to be given to the future of this field. It could be used for any one of these 

purposes or a combination of them. Although a few fruit trees could be planted in an agreed location without 

preventing any of the other uses, it would be a good idea to get an ecological survey done this next summer to 

determine what exactly is to be found on the site, and where. Local amateur naturalists might be willing to do 

this if they were assured that at least part of the field would be protected for nature. Dave asked the Committee 

if they would agree to that. 

 

Richard Darlington (Chair) said he would put this matter to the Parish Council Estates Committee as they are 

responsible for land holdings and the allotments. He invited Dave to join the next meeting of that Committee; 

Dave accepted. 

 

The discussion turned briefly to the Parish’s ambition to get more trees planted locally. Various members 

mentioned that private landowners had let it be known that they would welcome some planting on their 

property. The Parish also has one or two possible sites, such as at Sherbrook Avenue. Dave said he would be 

pleased to meet with anyone and advice them on tree planting schemes and help them access funding and trees 

from either the Woodland Trust or City of Trees. Please can appropriate introductions be made. 

................................................................................................ 



Dave Sanderson has been a Saddleworth resident for 25 yrs, helped establish Saddleworth 

Hydro, administers their Sustainability Fund and hosted some of the EcoEvents. He is a 

volunteer with the Woodland Trust, RSPB and British Trust for Ornithology and is an 

environmental activist and general outdoor person. 

492. Climate Change Leaflet 

 It was agreed that distribution of the leaflets would be reviewed in March 2021.   

493. Promoting Saddleworth as Fair trade Parish 

 Agreed to review in March 2021  

494. Community Toilets. 

 Cllr. Curley reinforced the need for a review of all establishments within the scheme.  

It was agreed this would take place once Covid restrictions had been lifted.  

495. Budget 2021 

 It was agreed that the budget for 2021 would remain the same.  

496. Carbon Neutrality 

Cllr. Al- Hamdani reminded members that the Parish Council had made a commitment 

to carbon neutral by 2030 

The clerk said that the energy contract is with British Gas until 2023 and is a business 

tariff- Energy Saving Plan. The clerk will report back to the next meeting with more 

detail.  

Cllr. Hamdani said that he would write to Cllr. Jabbar and enquire if the solar panel 

scheme for public buildings was still current within OMBC.  

The clerk would report back regarding printing paper usage.  

Cllr. Al-Hamdani will provide a draft policy to the next meeting of the environment 

committee. This would need to be approved by the finance committee and 

recommended to full Council. 

497. Flooding across Saddleworth  

Cllr. Al- Hamdani proposed that the parish Council write to the Borough Council with the 

following requests: 

–what information the Borough Council is using to review the impact of housebuilding 

across Saddleworth on flooding, in particular on greenfield sites, and with regards to 

surface run-off and pressure on existing drainage systems; 

–whether the Borough Council is reviewing the impact of its current clearance schedule 

on grids, gulleys, drains and sewers, and whether it has resulted in an increase in levels 

of flooding of properties 

–what flood and drainage measures are in place in frequently flooding areas and roads, 

and how they compare to those used elsewhere 

Agreed that the proposals would be taken for consideration at Full Council January 

2021.  

 



498. Time and dates of next meetings: 

15 February 2021 

15 march 2021 at 18.00 hrs.  

 

  

 


