
Notes from the informal meeting of the Communications Committee 
held via Zoom on Monday 8th June 2020 

 
    
   There were present: Cllrs. Al-Hamdani  
       Dawson K 
       Dawson L 
       Lancaster 
       Woodvine 
 
 
1. There were no apologies for absence 
 
2. There were no declarations of interest 
 
3. Pin Badges 
 Cllr Al-Hamdani said that he had roughly priced the badges, which will be distributed to show 
 support for local business which had supported the community during the Covid 19 pandemic, at 
 £220 for 1,000 badges. He shared a draft design with the meeting. It was agreed that a press 
 release would be needed when the scheme is launched. As the badges will be distributed free of 
 charge it was suggested that an optional donation be requested, the proceeds to be donated to a 
 local foodbank. September was agreed as a provisional launch date. 
 
4. Communications Committee budget 
 There was a discussion about how the Communications Committee could offer savings to help 
 finance the potential shortfall in the Parish Council budget. The Clerk explained that the “blog”, 
 which is written by a professional copywriter, is effectively the parish council newsletter which 
 should be published monthly in accordance with good practice. The current arrangements work 
 well as both the Saddleworth Independent and the Saddleworth Monthly use the information in 
 the blog as a basis of their articles on the Parish Council. It was agreed that the advertising in 
 both these publications be continued as they are distributed free of charge to the majority of 
 Saddleworth residents. It was felt, however, that the cost of advertising in the Around 
 Saddleworth and Tameside magazine is not value for money and that this be discontinued, 
 saving £980 per annum. It was also agreed that, as there is no evidence to show that the virtual 
 tour had generated any interest in the Civic Hall, this is also discontinued saving the annual 
 licence fee of £190. This will result in a total recurring saving for the Parish Council of £1,170. 
 
 Cllr Al-Hamdani said that there will also be a one-off saving of £350 in the current year as the 
 Saddleworth in Bloom competition will not be held due to the pandemic. 
 
5. Promotion of the Civic Hall 
 As the Civic Hall is currently unable to take booking, this item was deferred. 
 
6. Rules for Social Media and Press articles 
 Cllr Al-Hamdani said that he has asked Cllr Allsopp to draw up some guidelines based on his 
 experience. He will circulate these for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
7. Graphics for Social Media posts and announcements. 
 Cllrs. Woodvine and Al-Hamdani to produce social media graphics.  
 
8. Community Awards 
 Cllr Lancaster said that he has spoken to Ken Bennett about the awards and he would like to be 
 involved. It was agreed that Ken be invited to a future meeting to discuss the proposals.   
 
9. Time and date of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in mid July via Zoom – date to be agreed. 
 
  


