
Minutes of the Estates Committee Meeting held at 
The Civic Hall, Uppermill on Thursday 9th July 2020 

 
 
There were present:  Cllrs.  G. Sheldon (Chairman)  
     B. Beeley 

      P. Byrne 
      L. Dawson 
       
         
 
522 Welcome from the Chairman     
 Cllr Sheldon welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the new Clerk. 
 
523 Apologies for absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P. Lord. 
 
524 Declarations of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
525. Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2020 
 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12th February 2020 were APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
526. Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda 
 M513 Advertising at Uppermill Viaduct, The Sound, Delph and The Royal George 
 The problem has now been resolved. 
 
 M515 Dawson’s Field 
 Cllr Beeley said that she had not heard anything from the Land Registry and would chase this up 
 once lockdown has ended. 
 
 M516 Land at Greenbridge Lane and Sherbrooke Avenue 
 Cllr Sheldon said that he has still not heard from Oldham Council. Cllr Beeley said that the 
 Scouts have an intergenerational group and it may be worth contacting them as they are one of the 
 groups interested in using the land. 
 
 M517 Closed footpath at Bridge Street/Spring Street, Uppermill 
 Cllr Sheldon said that there had been no further progress as the Environment Agency have not yet 
 removed the tree stump which is required before work can progress.  
 
 M518 Cemetery Update 
 Cllr Byrne said that she had recently visited the cemetery and everything was in good order. The 
 Clerk said that she had been up the previous day and everything was fine. 
 
 M519 Civic Hall Issues 
 Due to the impact of the Coronovirus pandemic on the Civic Hall income it was AGREED that the 
 façade lighting, new signage and upgrade of the stage lighting with LED’s be deferred.  
  
 It was further AGREED that the Fire and Burglar Alarm Maintenance Contract be put on the 
 agenda for the next meeting together with the damp issues resulting from the problem with 
 the downspouts. 
 
 
527. Kenworthy Gardens Drainage Ditch 
 Cllr Sheldon reported that Oldham Council will clear the ditch as far as the corner where it is 
 currently not draining away. He said that he had received a quote form Paul Byrne to clear all the 
 litter, strim the ditch to 2 metres on each side and apply herbicide to the bottom of the ditch, the 
 cost of which would be £900. Paul Byrne had recommended that this be carried out twice per year.  
 



528. Civic Hall Updates 
 
 The Clerk reported that the downspout replacement will be done next week. 
 
 She said that she had received a quote for a new metal garage roof of £2,835.30 plus VAT. Cllr 
 Beeley said that this seemed expensive and that she would get a quote from a company who had 
 just replaced her own garage roof for comparison. 
 
529. Loss of Parish Caretaker 
 The Clerk reported that some of the duties of this post were being undertaken by the Civic Hall 
 caretaking staff who currently have spare hours. She said that she would be undertaking a full 
 staffing review in the near future and suggested that the post be held vacant until this has been 
 completed.  
 
530. Planters at the front of the Civic Hall 
 The Clerk said that there had been several occasions where youths were climbing onto the flat 
 canopy over the front door using the planters to climb up and that this could result in damage 
 and/or injury. She said that there were problems in the cemetery car park where people are 
 parking on the grass verge and suggested that the planters could be moved there. This should sort 
 out both issues. She had received a quote of £350 for relocating the planters. It was AGREED that 
 the planters be removed to the cemetery and the need to install bollards or a safety railing 
 at the front door would be assessed once they have gone. 
 
531.  Date of next meeting: t.b.c. 
   
 


