
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 
 
Present: Parish Cllrs:   R. Darlington (Chair) 

      S. Al-Hamdani  
      P.Byrne 
      M. Woodvine   
    :  Trish Rhodes GGRA 

 
    

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
 
488. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr K. Phillips 
 

489. Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th December 2019 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2019 were APPROVED and SIGNED.  

 
490. Matters Arising  
 
 Update on Toilet Scheme 
 The committee expressed concern that many of the pubs participating in the Toilet Scheme 
 were not opening during the day. It was suggested that all the pubs in the scheme be asked 
 what days and times they would be opening and if they were not opening during the day, every day 
 that they be withdrawn from the scheme.  Discussion then took place as to alternative places in the 
 villages where the public could use their facilities. Members were asked to consider this and 
 report back to the next meeting. 
 
 The Woodland Trust 
 Members discussed the need for a strategic plan for planting trees. Application to the Woodland Trust 
 for trees could be considered, but information would be required as to a suitable site to plant the  
 trees, someone to plant them and the best time of the year to plant them before the application 
 was made. Some of the village community groups had already made plans to do their own planting 

and will be worth circulating them. Cllr. Byrne has contacted Oldham MBC who are starting to identify   
suitable tree planting sites. 

 
Guerilla Gardening – The Committee agreed that whilst they would encourage Guerilla Gardening, 
they would put their own initiative on hold until they had organised their own planting project. 

 
 Flooding 
 It was reported that Oldham MBC had a programme of gully cleaning one a year, but one of 

 the problems identified was water drainage from the surrounding fields. Rubble was being dumped 
in some places diverting the water washing down the hills and completely missing the culverts. 
Trish Rhodes stated that she had looked at some of the flooding maps and many were inaccurate. 
It was agreed that these would be checked and the Flooding Leaflet updated. 
 

491.  Approval of the final version of the Climate Change Leaflet 
 The Chairman distributed a draft A4 copy of the final leaflet. Members agreed with the layout 
 And information, with one observation on the ‘At Home’ section on planting a tree in your garden. 
 It was recommended that the wording should be changed to ‘Plant a suitable tree or two if you 
 have a garden or open space’  Advice should be sought as to suitable trees to plant in gardens 
 as many species could cause problems later with foliage and roots so near the buildings. Additional  
 words would be added to ‘Terracycle’ to indicate it being a recycling organisation. 
 The final leaflet would be printed as an A5 document, with monthly sections published by  
 Saddleworth Independent and through Social Media 
 
492. Date and time of next meeting. Monday 9th March 2020 at 6.00pm 

 


